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ENGROSSED SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6315

St ate of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Commttee on Human Services & Corrections (originally
sponsored by Senators Carrell, Bent on, Roach, wul | i ken, ke,
Schoesl er, Schm dt, Regala, Delvin, Stevens, Benson, Shel don and Esser)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 03/ 06.

AN ACT Relating to liability protection for |andlords; adding a new
section to chapter 59.18 RCW and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that, in order to
i nprove the safety of our communities, nore housing needs to be nade
avail able to registered sex offenders. The legislature also finds that
regi stered sex offenders who reside in close proximty to one another,
or in the sane housing or apartment unit, are less likely to reoffend.
The legislature finds that having registered sex offenders reside in
close proximty to each other will inprove supervision and nonitoring.
The legislature intends to increase the housing available to sex
offenders by providing that landlords who rent to registered sex
of fenders shall be immune from civil liability for danmages that may
resul t.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 59.18 RCW
to read as foll ows:

A landlord who rents to a registered sex offender is imune from
civil liability for damages caused by the tenant if the actions of the
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tenant that gave rise to civil liability were sex offenses described in
RCW 9. 94A.030. In order for a landlord to be protected fromliability
as provided under this section, a landlord nust disclose to residents
of the property that he or she rents or has a policy of renting to sex
of f ender s.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) The Washington association of sheriffs
and police chiefs shall conduct a study on sex offender registration
and sex offender housing laws in every state. The study may be Iimted
to a review and analysis of each state's |laws regarding: (a) Wether
and how often sex offenders are required to report in person to |aw
enforcenent; (b) whether and how often | aw enforcenent is required to
make in-person contact with registered sex offenders in the community;
(c) the characteristics of sex offenders subject to registration
requi renents; (d) estinmates on the costs and benefits of nore frequent
i n-person contact between |aw enforcenent and sex offenders in the
community; (e) restrictions on or supports for sex offender housing
units in the comunity regardi ng housing nore than one offender in the
sane residence; and (f) the costs and benefits of permtting or
encour agi ng housing in the comunity for nore than one sex offender in
t he sane residence.

(2) The findings and any recomendations from the study shall be
placed into a final report to the appropriate conmttees of the
| egi sl ature no | ater than Decenber 31, 2006.

--- END ---
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